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By Kenique Bouma

LOVE af sharing music and
Amd{ing people happy is what ties

the mambars ofthe incraasingly
popularManningham Concert Band
together, says musical director Andrew
van Gemert.

Mrvan Gemert celebrated 20 years
with the band last month, and said
many membars had been with the band
for 10140 15 y=ars,

“1t's 20 pleasing o ses such & oross-
saction of pecple, not only of age but of
profassions, too, get togathar every
weekand enjoy music,” he said.  You
can'task for much more than that."

Theband, formed in 1974 has an age
range of 16t 76, and incldes.
university kecturars, radespacple,
office workers and students.

Andnmac Day concert, naturalisation
ceramonies, Christmas carolks, agala
concartin August, a series of Sunday
afterncan concarts, and other private
and community events are some of its
mEnygEs.

3| Mrvan Gemert saidthe band usually
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sum.

Mamingham Concert Band musical director Andrew van Gemert |eading his band,

In for a sound achievement

atiracted an audience of saveral
hundred, and numbers were
ncreasing.

“‘Cartainly the audience is growing for
us,” hesai. “Our mest popular gig is
the Christmas carals, where abaut
B0 10 10,000 pacple tum up. | think
with the erdhusiesm we heve nihe
band, it can on by get bigger and bedter.”

Mrvan Gemertjoinedthe band in

Manningham
Concert Band
members Jamie
Bariing on the
trumpet (above),
Shirlay Ciarke on
thebass drom

A
timpani (balow).
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Patar MeClive plays the franch hom.
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1983 and bacame musical diracter in
1996,

He received the Victarian Bends
Leagus Merit Award for sarvice to
community music in 19642, and life:
mermbership of Manningham Concart
Bendin 1995,

He saidtha band receied financial
becking from Manningham Council, but
members plaged at the community

Prciuras: KATS REICHL. M4zOTi o

The band, with Andrew van Gemert, performs for an audience.

concerts for the simpla joy of bringing
theirmusic to olhers.

“The community servics those
members show to Manningham is
really outstanding, " he said.

“Thepeoplethat arz inthe band
eren't i the businass of music.

“Thery've got thair own professional
lives, but theycome because they lwe

music, ard that sharing is most
Fulfilling.

*That's what kesaps you going."”

Despita strong mambership, Mrvan
Gemert saidthe band was akays
locking for maore musicians, partizularky
low brass players.

For mare infomation, phone
Elizabeth Vaughan on 957R 6502



